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Discussions Replies to Experiment Designs
Discussion #1
Your experiment has identified the critical components of the assignment, which include identifying the variables and the measures as well as the population. The experiment design has met most of the requirements as per the assignment guideline. However, there is one important feature that it misses, the ethical consideration. Since the experiment involves young people, children between 11 and 14 years old, it is important to consider how the experiment may affect them and ethical issues that need to be considered. These issues include ways to keep them away from harm and dangers that may come from the experiment. Since they are young, and their consent may depend on their parents or caregivers, you have not mentioned how the experiment intends to achieve that. Every experiment must involve voluntary or willing participants. Children may be willing to participate, but the legal age of consent is 18 years. This means that engaging children below 18 years in any form of activity would need the consent of the parents or guardians. Also, the experiment has not considered the reactivity as part of the threats to internal validity. Children between 11 and 14 years are growing, and they are most likely to change their behavior often. This may affect your experimental design.
Discussion #2
[bookmark: _GoBack]Your experiment design has identified key components of research, including the most important, ethical aspect of participants’ subjects. However, I think that the experiment has not fully considered the beneficence aspect of research. Beneficence is the concept of the experiment causing harm to the participants. In your experiment design, it is difficult to predict how you intend to prevent intentional harm or minimize any potential harm that may emerge from the experiment. It is possible that the participants, young teenagers, can easily get exposed to the dangers of drugs through the experiment. Your experiment has not identified these potential risks or even ranks the various harms, which means that it is difficult to determine whether the risks outweigh the benefits of the experiment. Still, on the ethical aspect, the research has not mentioned the debriefing to determine the level of discomfort to the participants. Debriefing is important because it helps in identifying those participants that have been adversely impacted by the research to refer them to appropriate professional intervention when necessary. Furthermore, the reactivity threat has not been considered in the experiment. The age-group you are dealing with in your experiment undergoes vigorous growth and development changes that may significantly impact the validity of the method.




 
